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FOR RELEASE:

Thursday, April 18, 1968

FRCM:

Kika de la Garza, M C

90-138

WASHINGTON, D C -- As I write this, I am preparing to take a plane for Honolulu
to attend a meeting of the U S - Mexico Interparliamentary Union.

A trip to Hawaii,

renowned as a mecca for tourists, may smack of a junket, but I know from having attended
two similar meetings in the past that my role will be that of a working delegate.

This

is due both to my ability to use the Spanish language and to the fact that the problems
to be discussed will be of close concern to the people of South Texas.

One advantage of

my facility in Spanish is that there is not likely to be any danger of a credibility gap
as I talk over these problems with delegates from Mexico.
It is, of course-, a privilege to be named by the Speaker of the House as a delegate to this meeting.

While the Interparliamentary Union is not authorized to take action,

much of value can be gained.from free-ranging talks about social, cultural and economic
questions concerning people on both sides of the border.
Lucille is accompanying me.

We will be gone a week, during which time the House

will be observing the customary Easter recess.

* * *
TO MAKE STREETS SAFE

My suggestion in last week's report that decent, law-abid-

ing citizens reclaim the streets of our cities was given added point by the riots that
since then have occurred in widespread areas.

It is not necessary that we give up the

city streets to the hoodlums and looters. These elements are not even remotely representative of the people generally.

The disasters in the Nation's Capital and elsewhere lend

emphasis to the fact that when law and order are abdicated to hoodlums it is all society
that suffers.

To defy the law is to invite violence.

It was extremely saddening, as my office was evacuated at about four p.m. on the
day the trouble became intense in Washington, to see acrid clouds of smoke from fired homes
and business buildings rising only a few blocks from the Capitol, and the Army having to
surround the Capitol and the White House. We were glad to see that none of the famous
monuments and public buildings were disturbed.

But the spirits of all Americans were

damaged by the senseless and destructive violence that hit Washington and other cities.
This kind of thing cannot be allowed to go on in our America.

This is not America --

* * *
LATEST ON THUNDERSTORMS

What should you do when a thunderstorm strikes?

Weather Bureau has a brand new pamphlet on thunderstorms and its first advice is to
calm."

The
"keep

In addition, the pamphlet states that lightning is a thunderstorm's worst killer

and recommends that people stay indoors and away from electric appliances while the storm
is overhead.

Also, you should stay out of dry creek beds because thunderstorms may

produce flash floods.

If lightning catches you outside, you may wish to remember that it

seeks the easiest--not necessarily the shortest--distance between positive and negative
centers.

You should keep yourself lower than the nearest conducting object and stay as

far away from it as you can.
All this sounds like good advice from experts.

* * *
HUAC

The House Committee on Un-American Activities is often controversial

because it deals with matters that naturally cause controversy.

Established as a standing

committee by the House in 1945, the panel is authorized to make investigations of (1) the
extent, character, and objects of un-American propaganda in the United States, (2) the
diffusion within the U S of subversive and un-American propaganda that is instigated from
foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks the principle of the form of
government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and (3) all other questions in relation to
these matters that would aid Congress in drawing up any necessary remedial action.

The

committee reports to the House the results of its investigations, together with such
recommendations as it deems advisable.
Membership of the committee is fixed at nine.

One of the members and chairman

of a subcommittee whose investigations have at times made headlines

is a Texan, Joe Pool

of Dallas.

* * *
DRY CURFEW
shutdown of all bars.

The curfew imposed on Washington during the trouble included the
This even

extended to the posh private clubs where, I am told,

angry old gentlemen stomped around and muttered angrily that they'd been having a drink
at noon every day for fifty years and things were certainly going to the bow-wows.

* * *
VISITORS FROM HOME

Visiting the office from home this week were Mr B L Oxford

of Mission, and Miss Jane Haun of Kingsville.

* * * * *

